TRAILERBOAT TRIALS ‘

By Sam Mossman

Sportcraft Boats, a family-owned
business, has been around for
about twenty years now.

Headed by Jamie Black, Sportcraft
has grown steadily. The Morrinsville
yard spread to several adjacent lots,
and in 2001 a new yard was opened
in Hewletts Road, Mount Maunganui.
This was outgrown in a couple of
years, and the company soon moved
to new premises in the same road.

Originally dealing in existing
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brands, they headed off on a some-
what different tack and began to
design the sort of aluminium boats
to best serve their customers needs
at a price they were prepared to pay,
having the hulls constructed under
contract. One line of hulls Sportcraft
established is the successful Scorpion
range, which come with a selection of
t-out options to suit the customer.
The current attitude of economic
caution, tempered by the high price

of fuel, and then added to the grow-
ing popularity of inshore light-tackle

shing with soft-plastics and slow
jigs, has produced a demand for
smaller, specialist sport shing boats.
Sportcraft s Scorpion 470 Centre
Console is such a craft, and in early
spring | got the opportunity to take
one for a run at Tauranga.

Construction

This aluminium hull has 4mm bot-
toms and deck, and 3mm sides and
topsides. There are six longitudinal
supports, plus keel bar, along with
nine lateral supports. The Scorpions
are assembled by butting bottom
and side plates into specialised alu-
minium extrusions at the keel and
the chines, then fully seam-welding
them.

The test boat had been kept fairly
basic to allow later t-out options,
and Sportcraft will do custom t-
outs where possible. Customising
the centre-console is a regular thing.
One idea is building in a raised
casting platform in the bow, which
would have the additional bene t of
adding weight up there (see below)
as well as providing more buoyancy
and/or under-deck stowage.

The sealed chequerplate deck
drains to a sump under the transom,
from where it is removed by a bilge
pump. No reserve buoyancy gures
for this rig were available at the time
of publication.

Power and performance

The Scorpion 470 has a recom-
mended maximum engine rating of
60hp, and the rig | tested was tted
with a standard Mercury 60hp two-
stroke outboard. This test boat had
little in the way of instrumentation
or electronics, leaving the set-up
to a future owner. Without rev-
counter or GPS, | had to estimate
the performance gures. Top-end
revs for this outboard are listed at
5500rpm, and during a quick squirt
in sheltered waters | would estimate
our speed at 35-40 knots certainly
pretty nippy.

At 4.7m in length, this is not a big
boat, but a centre console encour-
ages the occupants to move around
the hull a lot, especially when sh-
ing. To achieve the stability required
to do this, the 470 has been designed
with a lot of beam (2.3m) and pos-
sesses a relatively at deadrise. This
is listed as 10 at the transom, but
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