eeping It Simple

Scorpion 610HT 

The Scorpion 610HT has been on the market for around three years, so it is far from a new model. But it is a model that over the years has received a lot of tweaks and refinement, after feedback from owners and the proprietors of Sportcraft Boats themselves, to make a good boat even better. Freddy Foote ventured out on a blustery Tauranga harbour to check it out.

This particular model in its current form has been on the market for about a year, and is a very popular seller for Sportcraft. With them going out the door for as little as $37,750, it’s easy to understand why.

The 610HT is the smallest hardtop in the Scorpion range, and it’s noticeable that the hardtop itself is actually quite small.

“We’ve made the hardtop a little smaller on this model, to cut down on the windage factor and to allow it to perform as a boat should,” says Jamie Black of Sportcraft Boats.

The 610HT is a ‘pressed’ boat, and has 5mm aluminium in the bottom and 3mm in the sides. 

All The Basics

What you’ll immediately notice about the 610, as I did, is the distinct accent on space and functionality. While it is by no means highly spec’d, the finish is excellent and gives all the basics for a hardtop fishing boat, and allows the buyer to then spec the boat how they please.

Aft, things are very plain. A shelf is above the floor and houses the battery, and will be ideal for storing other items, while below, the bilge pump is visible. Decent sized boarding platforms are on either side of the outboard pod and a boarding ladder can be fitted as an option. A grab rail has also been welded onto the rear of the transom to help divers re-enter the boat. 

While you can’t have an underfloor fuel tank as that area is used for positive buoyancy, a stern tank can be fitted as an option. Our test boat came with two tote tanks, which sit down on the floor, I did notice that they slide around a bit while away, so the addition of a bracket or some tie downs would be a welcome addition.

A spacious cockpit is a noticeable feature, with long deep side shelves on either side, which are also carpeted, and four rod holders are situated along the top decks, two on each side.

The helm is well finished and tidy. A large carpeted area forward of the dash has plenty of room for bracket mounted electronics and displays and also is a great place to toss other items such as charts etc. I thought this area could benefit from the addition of a small lip along the edge, just to stop things sliding off while underway. Additional storage compartments are on either side of the helm, a great place for keys and cellphones.

A handrail runs right along the edge of the forward dash area, and is a great handhold for passengers to grab onto. Secondry handrails run up the inside edge of the hardtop. 

Seating consists of two basic single seats, with storage space underneath. It’s an ok option, but it does limit the seating for passengers. If you want more seating, especially for the kids, king/queen style seats can also be fitted.

Further forward in the cabin, headroom is a little bit minimal, but what I did notice was the length of the cabin itself. A quick measure up with the tape measure showed that from the forward bulkhead to the rear bulkhead is 1.98m (6’6”) more than enough room for a large adult to lie down. Plentiful storage space is available in the cabin sides, in the form of two large side shelves, as well as large storage compartments underneath the squabs. 

For extra security, a slide in removable door can be fitted for very little cost, essentially it’s just a sheet of shaped aluminium, but it will do the job just fine.

Access to the anchor locker is through the large offshore hatch, a quality fitting that is easy to open, climb through and close.

Battling the Elements

Test day conditions were quite gnarly to say the least, despite the sky being cloudless and the sun beating down early one March morning. A strong wind and outgoing tide churned up the water quite drastically on Tauranga harbour, the venue for our test. It wasn’t really the ideal day for boating, but seeing a few locals venture out in small 4.5m runabouts made me glad that I was heading out in a 6m.

Given the 610’s quite shallow deadrise of just 15 degrees, it’s the type of boat that you would expect to be quite hard riding, but Scorpion have recently made some adjustments to the hull design, where it seems to look like a gullwing design. Whether it works or not, I’m not sure, but in the blustery choppy conditions I didn’t find the ride too bad – it’s far from the hardest riding 6m boat I’ve been on. We did take a fair amount of spray onto the windscreen, but I put that down to the sheer ferocity of the wind. Given the strength of the wind it wasn’t really a day for boating, but overall I was quite impressed with how the boat went.

As I mentioned earlier in the piece, the hardtop sides have been cut down to reduce the windage on the boat. However, I think it was reduced just a little too much, as I did notice a little bit of spray coming in from the side, when we hit some rough water side on. I’m sure that an extra 100mm of extra sides wouldn’t upset the balance of the boat too much.

With a Mercury 115hp 2-stroke fitted to the 610HT, it pushed the boat to 44mph on the GPS, but that was going with the fast flowing tide. A return run into the tide only allowed the boat to achieve 36.5mph. Taking an average of both speeds, 40mph is probably a more accurate speed figure.

The Mercury 115hp outboard was a great combination for the 610. It provided more than enough punch out of the hole and mid-range acceleration, and will do everything that you will need to. The 610 can be packaged up with a 90hp engine, but in my opinion, the 115hp is more suitable.  

Value For Money

The major attraction of buying a boat from Sportcraft boats is that they are a manufacturer with a retail arm, meaning that the costs of retailing product is significantly lower than others. Which is why Sportcraft have had great success with their Scorpion and Bluefin brands from their two outlets, in Tauranga and Morrinsville.

As I mentioned earlier, you can get out on the water in the 610HT for just $37,750. That gets you a boat, trailer and a 90hp Mercury/Mariner outboard. Spend another $1700 dollars and you can upgrade to a 115hp Mercury/Mariner outboard, which would be the ideal combination for this boat. Then if you want to smarten the boat up a touch, the 3/4 paint, which covers the hardtop and sides of the boat, will cost an additional $2500.

As tested this model was $41,950, which to me seems like exceptional value to get out on the water, and you get a hardtop, which traditionally has been seen as too expensive. Also, it’s easily towed by an average family car, given a trailerable weight, empty, of just 1250kg. Depending on the tow rating of the tow vehicle, brakes may be needed on the trailer.

If you’re a price conscious buyer, not too worried about aesthetics and after a basic boat just to get you out on the water and into the fishing action, then the 610HT is definitely worth a look.

Model:
Scorpion 610HT

Price as Tested:
$41,000

Designer:
Sportcraft Boats

Material:
Aluminium

Type:
Hardtop

LOA:
6.1m

Beam:


Deadrise:
15 degrees

Hull Configuration:
Warped plane monohull

Trailerable Weight:
1250kg Est.

Engine Capacity:
90-115hp

Power Options:
Outboard

Fuel Capacity:
tote tanks or built in.

Performance

800 rpm
6.6 mph

1000 rpm
7.5 mph

1500 rpm
9.5 mph

2000 rpm
10.5 mph

2500 rpm
15.0 mph

3000 rpm
23.0 mph

3500 rpm
29.0 mph

4000 rpm
32.5 mph

4500 rpm
37.5 mph

5000 rpm
42.0 mph

5200 rpm
44.0 mph

Speeds recorded on a Lowrance GPS 

and rounded off to the nearest 1/2 mph.

Notable Standard Equipment

Navman sounder, VHF radio, carpet, front seat upholstery, baitboard.

Notable Options on test Boat

Painted, 115 Mercury outboard.

Engine

Make:
Mercury

Model:
115hp 2-stroke

Horsepower:
115

Cyl. Config.:
In-line 4-cyl.

Max rpm:
5200

Propeller:


Retail Price:
$14,266

Trailer

Make:
Sportline

Model:
Multi-roller

Braked:
No

Rollers:
Yes

Std Equipment:
Jockey Wheel

Manufacturer:
Sportcraft Boats

Boat Supplied By:
Sportcraft Boats Tauranga


Ph 07 928 7193, Morrinsville Ph 07 889 7193

Captions:

Scorpion1: The 610HT in action on Tauranga harbour.

Scorpion2: The sides of the hardtop have been cut away to prevent windage.

Scorpion3: The roof of the hardtop extends quite far back, providing good protection.

Scorpion4: A hatch in the foredeck provides excellent access to the anchor well.

Scorpion5: A spacious cockpit is great feature.

Scorpion6: A boarding ladder can be fitted to the port side and can utilise the grab rail for boarding.

Scorpion7: The 610HT comes packaged with a VHF and Navman sounder.

Scorpion8: Seating is made up of two pedestal seats; the entire dash area is carpeted.

Scorpion9: An above floor shelf houses the battery box, while tote tanks are located on the floor.

