
TRAILERBOAT TRIALS
By Sam Mossman

Sportcraft Boats originally dealt in 
existing brands, but later developed 
their own aluminium designs, with 
hulls constructed under contract and 
� tted out by them. 

They established the successful 
Scorpion brand in their Morrinsville 
and Mount Maunganui yards, and then 
a range of pontoon hulls. The rights to 
the name �Blue� n� were purchased and 
a new range of hulls designed, including 
the subject of this test, the 620 HT, a 
six-metre class hardtop. 

The Blue� n range sells very well, and 
to facilitate faster production times, 
no customising of basic construction 
is offered, although a range of � t-out 
options are available to suit the cus-
tomer. 

On a bright morning in early March 
I drove to Mount Maunganui to ren-
dezvous with Jamie Black of Sportcraft 
Boats and take a Blue� n 620 HT out on 
the water.

Construction
The hull bottoms are 5mm alumin-

ium, the sides 3mm and the topsides 
a mix of 4mm and 3mm. The hull is 
supported by six full-length bearers and 
a keel bar. Laterally there are three full 
bulkheads (including the transom) and 
13 frames. The hull design incorporates 
a medium entry running to a 17° dead-
rise at the transom. No planing strakes 
are necessary and this helps give a softer 
ride. Wide, � at chines at the stern taper 
out at the shoulders. Chines and keel are 
formed by seam-welding the plates into 
aluminium extrusions. 

Buoyancy is provided by a single, large, 
sealed under-� oor buoyancy tank giving 
about 100kg of reserve buoyancy. The 
buoyancy chamber is pressure tested. 

Fuel for the test boat is provided by 
two tote tanks, but an optional 90-litre 
aluminium tank is offered that bolts 
under the transom shelf, up off the deck 
to allow easy cleaning and washout. 

Power and performance
The Blue� n 620 package is powered 

by a Mercury 115hp Optimax, a direct-
injection two-stroke outboard, turning 
an 18-inch-pitch Vengeance prop. This 
is a surprisingly upmarket power plant 
to � nd on such a modestly-priced rig; 
often cheaper, carburetted two-strokes 
are used to help keep the price of the 
package down.

Pleasant surprise number two was 
how well the boat handled. A ten-knot 
wind was opposing the swift run-out 
tide at the Tauranga entrance, creating 
a tight half-metre chop. Outside was an 
easy open swell of about a metre. The 
Blue� n 620 accelerated quickly off the 
mark and proved to be a soft rider in the 
chop, cutting through the sea smoothly 
and generally handling well. The cable 
steering was adequate and hydraulics 
can be � tted as an option. 

Visibility was good from the helm � 
both seated and standing � through the 
7mm toughened-glass forward windows, 

polycarbonate sides and, of course, the 
hard-top�s open-back. The windows are 
lapped to the outside of the hard-top, a 
much stronger assembly method than 
rubber-seal mounts. 

A quick squirt on the throttle produced 
a maximum of 40mph (64.4km/h or 
around 35 knots) at 5400rpm � pretty 
much squarely in the middle of the �book� 
maximum range of 5000-5750rpm and 
perfectly adequate for a � sh-and-dive 
boat. This engine size is a good match to 
the hull, and the rig is well set up, with a 
good range of tilt and trim and no cavita-
tion problems in the normal trim range.

The single battery, in a protective case 
with an isolation switch, is strapped 
down on the open transom shelf well 
above deck level. 

Anchoring
While it is possible to get to the bow 

by walking around the sides (after-
market non-skid panels could easily 
be added to aid this), it is much easier 
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