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Sportcraft Boats, a boat company — represents good value

with yards in Morrinsville and
Mount Maunganui, moved

from selling other brands into
manufacturing hulls designed to
suit their perceived market.

They rst established the success-
ful Scorpion marque before rights to
the name Blue n were purchased
and a further range of new hulls
were designed."-.xThe Blue n range
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consequently sells very well.

Scott Black, from the Morrinsville
side of the operation, towed the
Blue n 720L (for lock-up) test boat
to Auckland for the trial, accom-
panied by Ross '| Hubbard from
Sportcraft s associate company,
Sportline Trailers, which turns out
the trailers for Sportcraft boats.
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The Blue n 720L is a develop-
ment from the popular Blue n 700.
The hull has been lengthened by
200mm to allow for a lock-up cabin
(as opposed to an open-backed hard-
top) while preserving the cockpit
space of the original 700. Sportcraft
will customise these hulls for own-
ers, and design ideas from the owners
of Still Cruzin, Barry Wright and his
wife Penny, have been incorporated
into this particular boat.

The bottoms are 5mm alumin-
ium, the sides 4mm, and the top-
sides 3mm. The hull is supported
by six full-length bearers, plus a keel
bar. Laterally there are ve frames
and the transom assembly. The hull
design incorporates a medium entry
running to a 17 deadrise at the tran-
som. No planing strakes are neces-

~ sary and this helps give a softer ride.

Wide, at chines at the stern taper
- out at the shoulders. Chines are
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~_ formed by seam-welding the plates
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inside and out, then adding an alu-
minium capping over the outside of

~ the join, which is also fully seam-
. —

~Welded.

Buoyancy is provided by four
sealed buoyancy tanks providing
about 200kg of reserve buoyancy.
The buoyancy chambers are sealed
and pressure-tested.

The standard fuel tank is a 200-
litre under oor model, with the
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drains to a sump under the transom,
from where water is removed by an
1100gph Rule pump. Twin batteries
with an isolation switch are set up in
a protected position in the transom
locker.

Power and performance

Sportcraft s recommended power
range for the 720L is 175-250hp.
The test boat was pushed by a
Mercury Optimax 225hp swinging
19-inch pitch Mirage prop, produc-
ing a top-end performance of 49mph
at 5500rpm. Book top-end revs are
given as 5000-5750rpm, so the prop
and engine set-up for this rig is right
on the money.

Taking the rig for a spin on the
Hauraki Gulf | found it to be very
responsive to trim  both the tilt-
and-trim of the outboard and the
excellent Bennett trim-tabs. A single
touch was all that was needed to cor-
rect any heel caused by wind or load-
ing. Likewise, the engine-tilt allowed
the bow to be trimmed right up for
free running in calm conditions, or
to push the bow down when sloppy,
enabling the entry to cut cleanly
through the sea for a smoother ride.

Initially it was a pretty calm day
on the Gulf, but such is the shipping
and ferry traf c, there was plenty
of heavy wake activity to be found.
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- som. A sealed chequerplate deck






